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Listen to Carlo Zizzo talking about his work and his philosophy. 
My name is Carlo Zizzo. I live in the town of Salerno, which is just to the south of Naples in Italy. I’m a chef and my cooking style is typical southern Italian. My grandmother is the one who taught me how to cook and then my uncle, who had a hotel in Salerno, asked me if I wanted to come and work in the kitchen in his hotel in my summer holidays when I was at secondary school. I loved every minute of those summer holidays. I started off just doing the washing up and taking the trash out, and then later on they allowed me to help out with the food preparation, which I thought was  fascinating. If you’d told me back then that I would go on to become a real chef one day, I would have been absolutely overjoyed, I can tell you.
Anyway, now I have my own restaurant, it’s called Zizzo’s, and what I tried to do there is to find forgotten Italian food that nobody really eats anymore and put it on people’s plates again. These are just simple things like varieties of cheese or tomatoes that people don’t really eat any longer. I love fresh fish and I cook with fish collars, the meaty bit on fish’s backs that people often just throw away – they’re the best part of the fish! You can use just about every part of a fish. When I started to get interested in forgotten foods, I found out about the slow food movement because protecting those types of foods is one of the things they want to do too. The aim is to protect our food heritage going back hundreds of years and this is something that is really important to me personally. It’s also all about keeping centuries-old culinary expertise alive today and when we do that, not only do we keep our cultural traditions alive, we also help to ensure that people will have more choice and flavour when they go out to eat. Otherwise, there is a bit of a tendency to move towards a kind of monotone food culture, where everyone is eating different combinations of the same ingredients, cooked in the same way. And who wants that?
The plates of food I serve up are fresh, they’re full of flavour and, by eating them, my customers help to champion the small-scale producers I work with and make sure that their own food traditions are preserved. What more could you want? I know that’s how I want to eat!

Task 1. Decide which of the given answers (A, B or C) best corresponds to what you have heard in the text.
1. Carlo Zizzo lives in
A Naples.
B Salerno.
C Sicily.
2. Carlo Zizzo learned to cook from his
A uncle.
B grandmother.
C school friends.
3. When Carlo was young, he
A did the washing up for his grandmother.
B prepared food for a restaurant.
C worked in his uncle’s hotel.
4. At Zizzo’s, Carlo tries to serve foods that
A people have stopped eating.
B people ate during the middle ages.
C people don’t usually want to eat.
5. One of the things that Carlo likes to serve is
A fish tails.
B fresh fish.
C fish collars.
6. Carlo found out about the slow food movement after
A deciding he didn’t want to throw any food away.
B deciding he wanted to do something to protect his food heritage.
C becoming interested in forgotten foods.
7. Carlo says that it’s important to him to respect
A his food heritage.
B his customers.
C fresh flavours.
8. The result of Carlo’s slow food cooking is that the customers in his restaurant get more
A consistency.
B unusual foods.
C variety.
9. As a result of the way he cooks, Carlo is able to support
A local fishmongers.
B small local food producers.
C his customers.
10.  Carlo can’t understand why anyone would
A want to eat mass-produced, processed food.
B want to eat food at anyone else’s restaurant.
C want to eat dishes that don’t contain forgotten foods.



Task 2.  Decide whether the statements 1-5 are TRUE  or FALSE according to the text you have just heard. Mark sentences as true or false.

1. Carlo started working in the kitchen of his uncle's hotel during his summer holidays in secondary school.
2. The name of Carlo’s  restaurant is "Zizzo's."
3. In his restaurant, Carlo focuses on reintroducing forgotten Italian foods to people.
4. Carlo Zizzo believes that the best part of a fish is the tail.
5. The slow food movement aims to protect modern and popular food choices.
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Task 1.  Read the text below. Match choices (A–F) to (1–4). There are two choices you do not need to use. 


A. GETTING READY TO WORK WITH THE ANIMALS
B. WHAT TO AVOID AS A VOLUNTEER
C. THE TIME WE HOPE YOU’LL GIVE US
D. WHAT YOU’LL DO AS A VOLUNTEER
E. WHY HELPING ANIMALS IS A GOOD MOVE
F. WHO CAN HELP OUT IN OUR SHELTER


VOLUNTEERING AT BROOKSIDE ANIMAL SHELTER – WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
1. ____
Volunteers should be at least sixteen years of age and have some experience of being around animals. We accept volunteers from after-school programmes, retirement homes, and of course interested individuals. If you are volunteering as part of a school project, we can make arrangements with your teachers. For those under the age of 18, a parent should come to the first session with the volunteer.
2. ____
New volunteers will be asked mainly to interact with the animals, giving them the attention they need and which our full-time staff don’t always have time to provide. You can also be asked to help with the feeding routine. More experienced volunteers often discuss options and make recommendations to visitors who are hoping to adopt a pet.
3. ____
We ask our volunteers to promise to spend eight hours per month at the shelter, two hours per week or four hours every fortnight. We do have a schedule for volunteers so that we do not have too many people in the shelter at once. Of course, some of our volunteers do many more hours than the minimum because they enjoy it and feel it is a good move for the community.
4. ____
Before you start, you must attend an introduction session. This is held twice a month, on the second and last Saturday. After the general orientation, individual training is provided. This ranges from one one-hour session for cat volunteers to four hours for dog volunteers.







A MEMORABLE DAY WITH THE KIDS
By David Green
When my best friend and I decided to take our younger brothers and sisters to the zoo, we made a few major mistakes. The first one was mentioning our plans to some other friends.
One by one, they said, “Can my little brother (or sister) come along too?” However, they were not volunteering to help out. They just wanted us to take the little ones off their hands for an afternoon.We objected, saying that the parents wouldn’t trust their youngest children to us. Immediately, the parents began phoning, saying how much they appreciated our generous offer. As a result, we ended up in charge of five 6- and 7-year olds.
A second mistake was not checking the weather forecast. It was dry when we set out, but by the time we reached the zoo gates it was pouring down. Of course, there were covered  parts of the zoo such as the reptile house, so we stayed in those until the rain passed.
This is where our third mistake became obvious, though. Both fear (snakes!) and boredom (the same old snakes…) made it almost impossible to keep the group under control. In the end, we discovered a solution. The zoo cinema was showing an amazing 3-D animal adventure story.Thanks to the wonders of film, we had 90 minutes of warm, dry, quiet happiness, and the day was a success.

Task 2.  Decide whether the statements 1-11 are TRUE or FALSE according to the text you have just read. Mark sentences as true or false.

1. David and his best friend decided to take his younger brothers and sisters to the zoo.
2. The first mistake was not checking the weather forecast.
3. Some friends volunteered to help take care of the younger ones at the zoo.
4. The parents were skeptical about leaving their youngest children in the care of David and his friend.
5. The weather was dry throughout the entire trip to the zoo.
6. Fear and boredom made it challenging to keep the group under control in the reptile house.
7. The children misbehaved because they wanted to see the movie 
8. The zoo cinema played a 3-D animal adventure story.
9. The zoo cinema experience was a key factor that made the day a success.
10. The rain forced the group to stay indoors for the entire zoo trip.
11. David and his best friend were well-prepared for the challenges they had during the zoo outing.
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Ask the doctor
With so much information in the media about nutrition at the moment, you’d think that we’d all know how to eat healthily. But a recent survey shows that confusion is widespread, with a lack of understanding of basic ideas about eating right. We interviewed nutrition specialist, Dr Anan Singh, about the problem.
Dr Singh, do you believe we aren’t eating well?
Yes and no. I think we’re doing a lot of good: lots of choice in the shops, and cooking has never been more popular, which you can see from all the TV shows. So people are caring more about food, but it’s no good cooking something special on Saturday if the rest of the week you eat hamburgers. What worries me is that being overweight is becoming normal. Patients underestimate how unhealthy their weight is because they look around and see everyone else looks the same as them. So we’re losing sight of our goals.
So what’s the problem with nutrition?
The main issue for me is education. What we teach kids at school is simplified and doesn’t prepare them for all the confusing information they hear on television. Sugar is a great example of the message not being communicated clearly. Ninety per cent of people would still say sugar is just ‘bad’, when in fact it is as essential as water. A better, but more complicated, answer would involve discussing sugar in natural foods like fruit and wheat and how it is processed by the body. 
Much of the confusion is down to marketing. Companies work hard to persuade us to eat more and more of their products, and they’ve succeeded. The way certain important terms are used commercially – words like ‘healthy eating’ and ‘organic’ − doesn’t help much, either. They don’t really mean what they should. Take ‘healthy eating’ for instance. It’s used by the food industry to sell special low-calorie products that people eat when they’re dieting and losing weight. But healthy eating is something we should all be doing over the long-term, by eating normal nutritionally-balanced meals. ‘Organic’ food is widely believed to provide nutritional benefits, even though it’s really about the effect the farming techniques have on the environment. The best way to tell if something is good for you is to read the nutrition information on the back of the packet.
Lastly, if you could change anything, what would it be?
I’d make food companies put the nutritional information for each product in big writing on the front of their packets to let the numbers speak for themselves. And I’d teach children how to understand the information so they can decide for themselves.

























Task 1.  Decide whether the statements 1-10 are TRUE or FALSE according to the text you have just heard. Mark sentences as true or false.

1 There is more interest in ways of preparing food than before. 
2 People’s perception of what a healthy body size should be is changing. 
3 Dr Singh believes the real facts about sugar are too complicated for children to learn. 
4 He believes it would be better to avoid sugar in fruit. 
5 He says we eat more than we need to because of what we are told. 
6 Food companies have invented phrases to market their products which don’t mean anything. 
7 Healthy eating is about losing weight, according to Dr Singh. 
8 He believes eating organic products is good for your health.
9 He advises shoppers to avoid reading what is written on food packaging.
10 If Dr Singh was in charge, food packaging would look quite different.


















Task 2. Decide which of the given answers (A, B, C or D) best corresponds to what you have heard in the text.

1. How does Dr. Singh feel about the term "healthy eating" as used by the food industry?
a. He believes it accurately reflects nutritious meals. 
b. He thinks it is used to promote low-calorie products for short-term dieting. 
c. He believes it's a term that is not commonly used in the industry. 
d. He thinks it emphasizes long-term balanced meals.

2. According to Dr. Singh, what does the term "organic" primarily focus on? 
a. Nutritional benefits. 
b. Farming techniques and their environmental impact. 
c. Short-term dieting. 
d. Low-calorie products.

3. According to Dr. Singh, what does the term "healthy eating" mean for most people? 
a. Eating low-calorie products. 
b. Consuming normal, nutritionally-balanced meals over the long-term. 
c. Dieting and losing weight. 
d. Avoiding all sugars.

4. How does Dr. Singh feel about the current state of nutrition education in schools? 
a. He believes it is sufficient. 
b. He thinks it is too complex for students. 
c. He thinks it is simplified and inadequate. 
d. He believes it prepares students well for confusing information.

5. What is Dr. Singh's suggestion regarding children and nutrition information? 
a. Keep children away from nutrition information. 
b. Teach children to rely on marketing terms. 
c. Teach children how to understand the information so they can decide for themselves. 
d. Avoid discussing nutrition with children.
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A Hotel Under the Sea
Want to sleep under the sea? The company Planet Ocean has plans for an exciting underwater hotel, which they hope to build in locations all over the world.
            The hotel won’t be large, with only 12 guest rooms, plus a restaurant. Guests will get to the hotel in a lift – so no diving or getting wet! The hotel will float 10 metres under the ocean, although it will be attached to the sea bed to prevent it from moving too far. Because it won’t be very deep under the water, the sun will shine down and provide light. Guests will get great close-up views of the fish and other sea creatures, which won’t be bothered by the hotel and so won’t make any effort to avoid it. 
            The hotel’s design, with walls made of clear plastic, means that when you are in your room, you will see the sea in front of you, behind you, above and below you. You will almost get the feeling that you are swimming in the ocean. The luxury rooms will have excellent facilities, including a shower, TV and even the Internet. The restaurant will serve high quality meals. However, Planet Ocean want to encourage people to eat less fish, so you won’t find any on the menu. The atmosphere will be completely silent though, so you will have to imagine the sound of the ocean around you. 
           The hotel won’t be cheap to build, and it won’t be cheap to stay in. But the designers are especially proud of the fact that it will be environmentally friendly. It will use electricity, of course, but it will produce its own, and won’t disturb ocean life at all. In fact, the designers hope some sea creatures will build their homes on parts of the building, which will bring real benefits to the underwater world. 
















Task 1.  Choose ONE answer for each question according to the text.

1. What is the writer doing in this text? 
A advertising a new kind of luxury hotel  
B  warning people about environmental problems in the ocean  
C giving information about an underwater hotel  
D  giving advice to travellers on which hotels to choose 

2. What do we learn about the hotel?  
A Guests will have to swim down to get to it.   
B  Its lights will shine into the sea so guests can see the fish.  
C It will only have a small number of rooms.  
D  Fish and other sea creatures will be scared of it. 

3. What can guests do in the hotel? 
A swim out into the ocean  
B watch the ocean life near the hotel  
C enjoy a meal of freshly caught fish  
D hear the ocean as they go to sleep 

4. What is the best thing about the hotel, according to the designers? 
A It won’t cost much to build.  
B It won’t use much electricity.  
C It won’t cause any damage to the environment.  
D Fish and other sea creatures won’t come very close to it. 

5. What might a guest in this hotel say? 
A It’s very expensive, but the facilities are quite basic and the windows are too small to see outside.
B It’s great to stay in such a beautiful hotel that is also good for the planet.
C Seeing the fish up close is amazing, but it’s a shame that the hotel disturbs sea life.
D It’s a great idea, and I love the fact that it can move around and travel to different locations.














[bookmark: _GoBack]Comedy Kids
Do you enjoy watching comedy? Do all your friends at school think you tell great jokes? Then why not come and see what’s happening at Comedy Kids? Comedy Kids own comedy clubs in several countries that are run just for young people aged 10-15. They are real clubs with real comedians, who are just as familiar with working in adult comedy clubs as they are working with children. But don’t take our word for it,  come and see for yourself! 
The Comedy Kids company was set up by John Winterton, who says that no-one had thought of being a stand-up comedian for young people until he came along. In fact, his act quickly became so popular that he soon found lots of other comedians who wanted to join his company and perform for families and young people. And if you think, as many others do, that a young peopleís comedian leaps on stage in a brightly-coloured costume and big red nose - think again. John usually appears dressed in a cool black jacket and trousers  more like a Hollywood movie star than a circus clown! 
If you’re having a party at home, Comedy Kids can come and perform for you there at your party - just ask! Of course, it is not the same as performing on stage, so we’re always looking for comedians in the clubs who are good at working with small numbers of young people ñ and weíve discovered there arenít many of them about! But the ones we have found are brilliant. Your very own comedian will also help you to tell your guests some jokes and silly stories -  and they can join in too, if they want! It’ll be fun nd very different from any party you’ve ever had before! 
Here at Comedy Kids, it’s not just about the adults telling the jokes. We also have very short open spots where young people get the chance to perform. But we’ve yet to find someone who can do that without preparation, so we’ve set up the world’s first Comedy Classes to teach young people how to tell jokes on stage. At the moment our classes are only monthly, but we’re planning to start a number of others over the coming year. So if you want to be a comedian but don’t want to wait until you grow up, this is where you can do it. And if you’re creative but feel you’re lacking in the confidence to speak up, we can certainly help. We’ll listen to what you want to do, and try to make it happen. So what are you waiting for? Come and join Comedy Kids!















Task 2.  Decide whether the statements 1-10 are TRUE or FALSE according to the text you have just read. Mark sentences as true or false.

1. Comedy Kids operates a number of internationally-based clubs for young people. 
2. Comedy Kids comedians have had as much experience working with children as with adults. 
3. According to John Winterton, he is the first ever young people’s stand-up comedian. 
4. John looks like most people’s idea of a typical entertainer for young people. 
5. Comedy Kids will hold special parties at their clubs for young people if requested. 
6. A lot of Comedy Kids comedians have the right qualities for performing at young people’s parties. 
7. Guests at Comedy Kids parties are invited to perform if they wish. 
8. Comedy Kids have discovered lots of good young comedians who have not been trained. 
9. In a yearís time thereíll be more classes available for young people wanting to be comedians. 
10. Comedy Kids prefer it if the young people who join them are already quite confident.
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Lots of you were probably  glued to your TV sets watching the previous Olympic Games. Maybe the athletes have inspired you to take up swimming, learn a martial art like karate, or join your local gym. But the one sport that more people than ever are taking up is running. And not just ordinary jogging for half an hour but marathon running. Apparently, more and more of us are taking up the challenge of running the 42 kilometre distance. Marathon running has never been so popular with more people than ever taking part in events around the world. To look into the reasons for its growth in popularity, researcher Jens Jakob Andersen of the Copenhagen Business School and the website RunRepeat has been analysing the data on what has become a global 21st century phenomenon.
The researchers took a database of just over two million marathon results – that’s the largest analysis ever – and came up with a number of intriguing results. Let’s take a look at some of them. The world record for the fastest time recorded to complete a marathon is just over two hours. For normal human beings however, the study found that the world’s average finish time of a marathon is 4 hours, 21 minutes and 21 seconds with around a difference of thirty minutes between men and women. Researchers were also able to discover other averages and records. For example, can you guess who the world’s fastest nation is at marathon running, on average? It turns out to be Spain which is number one when it comes to active participation in marathon running. The average finish time of a Spanish runner is 3 hours 55 minutes and 35 seconds. So well done to Spain! You’re an inspiration to us all.
But of course the real winner in all of this has been the sport itself which has enjoyed enormous popularity amongst men and women, young and old. The figures are astounding. Worldwide growth from 2009 to 2014 was a little over 13 per cent – 13.25 to be precise. The biggest growth by region was in Asia with a phenomenal increase of 92.43 per cent in five years. Some countries like the USA have even experienced a 300 per cent rise in numbers participating, putting the USA at the top of the table when it comes to growth. And what about European marathon running? Historically, the sport began in ancient Greece and has a long tradition in many European countries. So in terms of overall numbers, Europe is still the continent with the most marathons and participants. Growth here has been slower but for the last century it’s been firmly established as a key event in the calendar of many major European cities with annual marathons in places like London, Paris and Rome.








Task 1.  Decide whether the statements 1-10 are TRUE or FALSE according to the text you have just heard. Mark sentences as true or false.

1. The speaker thinks marathon running has become especially popular in this century. 
2. The database contained almost two million marathon results. 
3. Many of the research results were of special interest. 
4. The time of 4 hours, 21 minutes and 21 seconds represents a combined average for both men and women. 
5. More marathon runners in Spain have faster times than anywhere else. 
6. The speaker thinks the real winners are runners from Spain. 
7. The exact worldwide growth between 2009 and 2014 was 13%. 
8. More people run in marathons in Asia than in any other region of the world. 
9. The size of the increase in marathon running has been highest in the USA 
10. Fewer people are now running marathons in Europe than in the past. 
















Task 2. Decide which of the given answers (A, B, C or D) best corresponds to what you have heard in the text.

1. What is the main reason for the increased popularity of running, as mentioned in the text? 
a. Influence from Olympic athletes 
b. Inspiration from TV shows 
c. Rise in marathon participation 
d. Government initiatives

2. According to the researcher Jens Jakob Andersen, what method did they use to analyze the growth of marathon running? 
a. Interviewing marathon participants 
b. Examining historical records
c. Analyzing data on marathon results 
d. Conducting surveys on TV viewership

3. Which nation ranks as the world's fastest in marathon running, according to the research findings? 
a. USA 
b. Spain 
c. Japan 
d. Greece

4. What is the world record time for completing a marathon, mentioned in the text? 
a. Just over 2 hours 
b. 3 hours 
c. 4 hours 
d. 5 hours

5. According to the text, what is the significance of annual marathons in major European cities? a. They attract Olympic athletes. 
b. They contribute to global growth statistics. 
c. They are part of a long tradition. 
d. They are popularized by TV shows.
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KEN ROCKWELL’S STORY
When I was a little kid, I kept asking my parents for a camera and finally, at the age of five, I got one from them. It was my grandfather’s old camera which was kept in the attic of our New York house. I experimented with it a lot, pointing it at everything around me. I had a lot of fun photographing the cloudless sky, the mess in my room and insects in the garden. By the age of nine I’d read every book about photography at my local library and I was much more interested in taking pictures than riding a bicycle or playing football.
When I was eighteen, I moved from New York to San Diego to attend the best available university program in photography. This part of California is famous for its mountains, deserts, cliffs and beaches popular with surfers. I spent most of my leisure time taking pictures and improving my technique. I also made friends with local photographers and met a lot of celebrities.
I was twenty when I got my first permanent job. I started to work as a photographer and photo editor at one of the top newspapers in California. At first, I was worried that I would not be able to manage it but I loved what I did and it turned out easier than I’d expected. The money was good and I got to enjoy some great employment benefits. I was paid much because my photographs were getting more and more popular. Private collectors were buying my works and galleries were showing my photographs in different parts of the country.
I started my own website to show my photos and share some personal notes about taking professional pictures. Soon many people got interested and started to visit it. I guess it is so popular because it’s fairly independent. I generally do not publish adverts. It makes my website different from other commercial websites about photography, which are usually packed with advertisements. I’ve never done anything to promote my site other than adding my photographs to it and writing about the techniques I use to take my photos. Search engines show that over the years I’ve become the world’s most influential and trusted photographer.
Even the world’s largest printed photography magazine has fewer readers than my website.
Some time ago I returned with my family to New York. I couldn’t stop thinking about the place where I was born and lived before moving to California. My best memories are from here.
Besides, it is the perfect place for me from a professional point of view. The best camera makers have always had their agencies on Long Island, the world’s best camera stores are here and New York is also the home of the biggest press offices. I really felt great to be back in New York! This city makes much more sense as a place for me to work and do what I’m passionate about.






Task 1.  Choose ONE answer for each question according to the text.

1. From the first paragraph, we learn that Ken
A. found his very first camera in the attic.
B. became fascinated with taking pictures when he was a child.
C. found photography a boring activity at first.
D. started taking pictures after reading a book about photography.

2. Ken decided to move to California
A. to take some rest before starting his studies.
B. to have perfect conditions for learning to surf.
C. to work with famous photographers.
D. to study photography.

3. Which is TRUE about Ken’s website?
A. It advertises different camera companies.
B. It is promoted on other photography websites.
C. It allows readers to add their own photographs.
D. It has fewer ads than other photography websites.

4. Ken came back to New York because
A. he missed the city where he grew up.
B. he got a job offer from his favourite camera maker.
C. he decided to open a camera shop on Long Island.
D. he wanted to be closer to his family living in the city.

5. The text is about
A. the difficulties of following an enjoyable hobby.
B. different competitions for professional photographers.
C. a hobby which turned into a successful career.
D. a well-known photographer who got into trouble.

















                                 DIFFERENT UNIVERSITIES
"Choosing which university to attend can be more challenging than selecting a specific course of study. Nowadays, students have an increasing number of opportunities to study abroad or pursue distance learning. We spoke with Anya, a geology student from France.
'I've been studying at the university for a few months now. I'm still at home in France, and I usually study during the day and a bit more in the evening before seeing friends. Everything I need is online, and I've met many other students on my course through various student forums. My costs are low as I'm living at home, and tuition fees are minimal. There's ample opportunity for communication with everyone on my course, and my tutors are fantastic. Some days I feel like I've been reading all day, and it can be difficult to switch off. Overall, though, distance learning works well for me. It's incredible to think that we can study all over the world now! But, it wasn't easy choosing which course to pursue. I made an effort to research my options and talked to a few friends currently studying at different universities.
My friend Helena studies at the University of Costa Rica. She's been studying there for a year and has decided to stay for another year – she really likes it! She isn't Costa Rican and has to pay higher tuition fees than most local students there – they pay very little for tuition. She mentions that classes start really early, but she's been getting used to that. Her Spanish has improved because she has to listen to all of her lectures in Spanish. She doesn't mind listening to Spanish but admits feeling a bit nervous when she speaks. Also, she's been traveling all over the country – when she isn't studying! Many local students tend to stay at home and travel to university to keep costs down, but it can depend on where in the country they live – some have to move to San Jose as it's too far to travel.
Another friend, Jon, has been studying in the Netherlands, where living costs are comparable to the UK, but an undergraduate degree is around £25,000 cheaper than in the UK. It costs just under 2,000 euros each year at a state-subsidized university in the Netherlands. Jon is from the Netherlands, and it means he can live with his parents and save money. His living costs are minimal, but he feels like he's missing out on student life with the other 258,000 students in the Netherlands and the opportunity to become more independent. The number of students living away from home used to be higher but is now dropping, as they're no longer given an allowance from the government for this. However, many of his friends still live in shared houses or apartments and seem to be more involved in the extracurricular activities that the university has to offer.
I hadn't thought about distance learning, as there are 83 national government-funded public universities in France, which can help with costs. Initially, I wanted to study abroad, but it was too expensive to study in London, and university fees in the UK can cost up to £9,000 per year. That doesn't even include living costs! I tried to find a more affordable course and came across my distance degree at Stockholm University. This seemed perfect for me.'"





Task 2.  Decide whether the statements 1-10 are TRUE or FALSE  according to the text you have just read. Mark sentences as true or false.

1. Anya studies geology at a university in France.
2. Anya's costs are high because she lives away from home.
3. Helena, studying in Costa Rica, pays lower tuition fees than local students.
4. Helena's Spanish has become better since she started studying in Costa Rica.
5. Helena prefers to stay at home and avoid travelling for her studies.
6. Jon is from the Netherlands, studying in the UK.
7. Jon's living costs in the Netherlands are higher than in the UK.
8. The number of students living away from home in the Netherlands is increasing.
9. There are few universities in France that are funded.
10. The narrator considered studying abroad in London but found it too expensive.
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CLOONEY: THE FACE OF COFFEE – THINGS YOU (POSSIBLY) DIDN’T KNOW
Many people around the world are familiar with the television advertisements for
coffee starring George Clooney, but there are five things, both about the
advertisements themselves and about the coffee, that perhaps you didn’t know.
The Clooney Coffee Effect
Mr Clooney made his first advertisement for coffee in 2006. Between 2007 and late 2008 – a year of recession in most sectors - the sales of that coffee rose 30%. Perhaps it isn’t the world’s best coffee, but even restaurants with top chefs and Michelin stars were serving it!
Choosing Clooney
Have you ever asked yourself why the company chose Clooney to represent their
coffee? The simple answer is that the company didn’t choose him. They asked their clients who the best person was to be ‘the face’ of their product, a product that was elegant, seductive and – originally – exclusive. The name that received the most votes was Clooney’s.
Clooney and Friends Go Home
Originally, Clooney was the only famous actor in the advertisements – do you
remember him giving his coffee to a series of attractive women? Or picking up the wrong bag at the airport? More recently, other famous actors have been in the
advertisements with him, actors such as Matt Damon or French star Jean Dujardin, and normally they are the ones who speak; typically, Clooney’s voice is only heard at the end of the advertisements. Many famous actors do not allow their advertisements to be shown in the USA because they want to protect their image, and most of the coffee advertisements have not been shown there. However, in 2015 the Clooney adverts were seen for the first time by the Americans. His good friend Danny de Vito was the actor who worked with him in the first US advert.
Clooney Coffee Activism
Coffee in capsules is not popular with ecologists, as the capsules are normally made of plastic, so some people think it is strange that Clooney, who is a famous activist as well as an actor, makes these adverts. However, the company that makes the ‘Clooney coffee’ uses a large percentage of sustainable coffee and pays the farmers an ethical amount. Recently, with Clooney, they have helped farmers in South Sudan to rebuild their coffee farms as part of their programme to help coffee farmers improve their lives.
Clooney Capsules
The ‘Clooney capsules’ are made of metal, not plastic. In some countries, the coffee company operates a collection and recycling system for the capsules in their shops, but in others, you have to clean the used capsules and put them in the recycling bins for metal. Some people even recycle them by using them to make earrings! It is much easier to recycle metal than plastic. Does Clooney recycle his capsules? We’d like to think he does.


Task 1.  Decide whether the statements 1-10 are TRUE or FALSE according to the text you have just heard. Mark sentences as true or false.

1. At first, the Clooney advertisements didn’t help the coffee company make money. 
2. You could find the ‘Clooney coffee’ in some very good restaurants. 
3. The coffee company decided that Clooney was the most elegant actor to sell their products. 
4. The more recent advertisements all have famous American actors with Clooney. 
5. Most famous actors don’t like Americans seeing their advertisements. 
6. The Americans didn’t see the advertisement with Danny de Vito. 
7. Some people were angry when Clooney decided to make the coffee advertisements. 
8. Clooney has worked with the coffee company to make people’s lives better. 
9. If you can buy this coffee in your country, you can give the shop your capsules to recycle.
10. Some people wear recycled capsules. 




















Task 2. Decide which of the given answers (A, B, C or D) best corresponds to what you have heard in the text.

1. What effect did George Clooney have on the sales of the coffee he endorsed during the recession in 2007-2008? 
a. Sales remained the same. 
b. Sales dropped by 30%. 
с. Sales increased by 30%.
d. Sales increased by 50%.

2. How was George Clooney selected to represent the coffee in the advertisements? 
a. The company's executives chose him.
b. It was a decision made by Clooney himself. 
c. Clients were asked for their opinion. 
d. He volunteered for the role.

3. In the recent advertisements, who usually speaks, and whose voice is heard at the end? 
a. George Clooney 
b. Matt Damon 
c. Jean Dujardin 
d. Other famous actors

4. What is the ecological concern regarding coffee capsules, as mentioned in the text? 
a. They are made of plastic. 
b. They are not recyclable. 
c. They are not popular with coffee farmers. 
d. They contribute to deforestation.

5.How does the company encourage recycling of the 'Clooney capsules'?
a. They operate a collection and recycling system. 
b. Customers are required to clean and reuse them. 
c. Capsules are thrown away without recycling. 
d. They are not recyclable.









11 клас 
Читання

PROBLEM CHILD OR BORN TO SUCCEED?
We often assume that children who listen quietly in class, follow instructions carefully and turn in assignments on time will definitely succeed in life. They are following the rules, after all.
Haven’t we all been taught that this is exactly what we need to do to become the best we can be? Surely the rules were invented in order to help us succeed? But some things I’ve read recently have made me wonder about this, and made me realise that people like me often have a big success in life.
As a young child, I was often called stubborn, uncooperative, difficult and even incorrigible.
I actually had to ask what the last word meant, though I could easily guess that it wasn’t anything positive. No one wanted to explain it to me, which made me think it had to be really terrible. Looking it up revealed the truth. Adults thought I was ‘unable to be improved or corrected’. In other words, they thought I was hopeless.
Fortunately, I was too confident to take this very seriously. I knew I was intelligent. I often asked questions which teachers found interesting, I was happy to dig deep into a subject, and I expressed myself well in speech and on paper. My problem was that I couldn’t do things the way I’d been told. It seemed silly to me to read only five pages of a history book when the whole chapter was so interesting. And why do maths problems in a certain way when I could get the correct answer faster and more efficiently on my own?
Fortunately, when I was about 14, I had a teacher who recognised that I wasn’t lazy or trying to cause trouble. She saw that I just had original ideas, and that I wasn’t breaking rules out of anger, but simply because they didn’t make sense to me. She gave me more chances to do things my way, although she did point out that if I wanted to pass exams, I would have to learn to take the normal route sometimes.
Since entering university, I’ve seen several articles which claim that children like me are the most likely to succeed in life in a big way. People who don’t stick to the beaten path are obviously the ones who come up with revolutionary new ways of doing things. And though qualities like patience and determination are needed to have a lasting success, you won’t have anything to succeed at if you don’t break a few rules first!












Task 1.  Choose ONE answer for each question according to the text.

1. The author believes that the type of children described in the first paragraph
A. will probably do well in life.
B. always do what is expected of them.
C. do not really exist.
D. are likely to break the rules.

2. The writer assumed that the word “incorrigible”
A. described him correctly.
B. shouldn’t be used.
C. had a negative meaning.
D. was meant as a positive comment.

3. According to his description of himself, the writer
A. was able to think independently.
B. was happy to do as he was told.
C. did not like doing maths problems.
D. preferred maths to history.

4. The teacher the writer had when he was fourteen
A. let him do whatever he wanted without following any rules.
B. was sure he would do well in his exams.
C. saw that he was angry about something.
D. pointed out that following rules might be necessary.

5. The writer’s purpose in writing the article is to
A. point out how useless certain rules are.
B. describe people who are likely to succeed.
C. give tips for succeeding in school.
D. argue for stricter rules in schools.
















Exploring Cultural Perspectives on Intelligence
Consider the game of chess. It has been around for thousands of years and is known as the game of kings. It has evolved as a game that requires considerable mental skills, or some might say intelligence.
 It is a strategic game that requires tactics and the need to think many moves ahead. It is only recently that a supercomputer, programmed to check out the millions of possible game permutations, has been able to beat a grand master. Many world leaders have been competent chess players. Chess does need creative thinking, but when we think of creativity we think of the arts and the outstanding artists and writers who have created culture as we know it. This brings us nicely to culture. 
Different countries and their different cultures will define intelligence in many different ways. For example in Western culture there is a focus on mentally processing things quickly; in Eastern cultures the quality of work might come in to question if it has been completed too quickly. With so many differences, how can we measure which is the most intelligent country, where the smartest people are from, or, who the brightest sparks are? 
Generally, the values of different cultures do not come into the equation when tallying up the most intelligent country. Many are based on Western test results of subjects such as mathematics, reading and sciences, like PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) which is carried out on 15 year olds across more than 70 countries worldwide, such as Italy, New Zealand and Korea. In the modern world it is unusual to find an illiterate person in a prominent position, but historically there are many success stories of people who have overcome limited or no education to achieve success. Albert Einstein initially failed the entrance exams for university and Mark Twain had little schooling but educated himself by reading everything he could in a public library. Many leaders in the ancient world, such as Genghis Khan, were illiterate. Nearly all the kings and queens of Europe in the Middle Ages could not read and write – they had other people to do it for them. We must imagine that they called on other skills such as a deep understanding of human nature, incredible memory or the ability to be articulate and a good orator. 
In looking further at intelligence, we can start to see that there are big differences between Western cultures and Eastern cultures. A number of different philosophies across Eastern cultures consider aspects of intelligence to involve things like waking up and noticing. Feelings, thoughts and opinions are also included. Where Eastern cultures see things like mental effort and a person’s level of determination as aspects of intelligence, through Western eyes too much effort is seen as a struggle and therefore more of a weakness. There are studies that highlight, for example, how the Chinese concept of intelligence measures the ability to reason and have a good memory. In contrast, the American concept of intelligence is mostly about things such as practical problem-solving, verbal ability and social skills. 
It’s worth highlighting how intelligence can also manifest itself in negative ways. For example, in Western cultures the word ‘clever’ has some negative connotations. ‘Too clever by half’ and the word ‘cunning’ implies an ability to outsmart or trick others. It would seem that a more global and cultural approach should be taken when measuring, and considering what is, intelligence.


Task 2.  Decide whether the statements 1-10 are TRUE or FALSE  according to the text you have just read. Mark sentences as true or false.


1. Being able to think creatively will help you play chess.
2. Different countries and their cultures explain intelligence in similar ways.
3. The ability to reason is an American concept of intelligence.
4. Verbal ability is a concept of intelligence in Western cultures.
5. Feelings, thoughts, and opinions all come under intelligence according to Eastern cultures.
6. Albert Einstein did not succeed in his initial attempt at the university entrance exams.
7. Most royalty in the Middle Ages were talented readers and writers.
8. PISA is a Western test given around the world as a measurement of intelligence.
9. The Chinese concept of intelligence measures practical problem-solving, verbal proficiency, and social skills.
10. The phrase ‘too clever by half’ has a positive meaning.



























Завдання для писемного мовлення

8 клас (одна з тем на вибір)

1. Write a letter to a friend recommending a book or a movie that you recently enjoyed. Provide a brief summary of the plot, characters, or main themes. Share why you think your friend would like it and if it left any impact on you. Ask if they have any favorite books or movies to recommend in return.

2. Write a letter to a friend describing a recent weekend adventure or outing you had. Share details about where you went, what activities you did, and why it was enjoyable. Mention any funny or interesting moments and ask your friend about their recent weekend experiences. Suggest making plans for another fun adventure together.


9 клас (одна з тем на вибір)

1. How does doing homework help you remember what you learn in class?
Can homework be a way for teachers to see if you understand the lessons?

Write an essay about the advantages and disadvantages of assigning homework to students . Some people think it helps you learn better, but others say it takes away free time. What do you think? 

2. Fast Food - Yummy or Tricky?
Some people like it because it's quick and tasty, but others say it's not healthy. What do you think about fast food? How can we choose when to eat fast food and when to eat healthier?
What can happen to your health if you eat too much fast food?

Write an essay about the positive and negative aspects of consuming fast food. 














10 клас (одна з тем на вибір)

1. "Tips for Learning at Home" 
Write an article sharing simple tips for students who are learning from home. Include advice on creating a study space, organizing time, and staying motivated.

2. "How to Help the Earth" 
Write an article discussing easy ways for teenagers to help the environment. Include tips on saving energy, reducing waste, and making environmentally friendly choices.



11 клас

Write a letter of complaint to a website where you bought something. Tell the online shop about a problem you had with your purchase, like if the things came late or were broken. Ask them to help fix the issue.

